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PSAMMOPHIS MONILIGER var. BILINEATUS PETERS, 1867 (REPTILIA: 

COLUBRIDAE): PROPOSED SUPPRESSION UNDER THE PLENARY 

POWERS IN FAVOUR OF P. SIBILANS SUBTAENIATA PETERS, 1882. 
Z.N.(S.) 2165. 


By Donald G. Broadley (Umtali Museum, Umtali, Rhodesia) 


The purpose of this application is to suppress a name, not used in the 
literature during the last hundred years, which has proved to be a senior 
synonym of Psammophis subtaeniatus subtaeniatus Peters, 1882. 

1. In 1867 W.C.H. Peters erected the name Psammophis moniliger 
var. bilineatus fora sand snake from Otjimbingue, South West Africa (Mber. 
Akad. Wiss. Berlin: 237) and he used the name for the second and last time 
in 1869 (Oefvers. Vet. Akad. Forhand!.: 661). The type specimen is No. 5758 
in the Zoologisches Museum der Humboldt-Universitat, Berlin. The name 
has never since then been used as a valid name. 

2. In 1882 Peters applied the name Psammophis sibilans var. 
subtaeniata to specimens from Tete and Boror, Mogambique (Reise nach 
Mossambique, vol.3:121); the type locality was subsequently restricted to 
Tete (Broadley, 1966, Arnoldia Rhodesia, vol. 2 (36): 7). 

3. In 1895 Boulenger (Proc. zool. Soc. Lond. :538) presented a key to 
the genus Psammophis, in which the name subtaeniatus Peters was applied 
to the eastern populations of the species, which normally have eight 
supralabials with the fourth and fifth entering the orbit. A new name, 
Psammophis bocagii (type locality: Benguela, Angola) was applied to the 
western populations of Psammophis subtaeniatus, which have nine 
supralabials with the fourth, fifth and sixth entering the orbit. 

4. In 1940 Loveridge revised the African species of Psammophis (Bull. 
Mus. comp. Zool. Harv. vol. 87: 12-69) and applied the name subtaeniatus 
Peters to the western race of Psammophis subtaeniatus, using sudanensis 
Werner 1919 (Denks. Akad. Wiss. Wien, vol. 96: 504) for the eastern race. 
This nomenclature has been used by all subsequent authors (see Loveridge, 
1953, Bull Mus. comp. Zool. Harv. vol.110:276; Mertens, 1955, Abh. 
senckenb. naturforsch. Ges. vol. 490:98 and 1971, ibid vol. 529: 89; 
Broadley, 1959, Bull. Mus. comp. Zool. Harv. vol. 120: 47; 1962, Occ. Pap. 
natn. Mus. Sth. Rhod., Ser. B, vol. 4: 833; 1966, Arnoldia Rhodesia vol. 2: 
(36) 7; 1971, Puku, vol.6:88; V. FitzSimons, 1962, Snakes of Southern 
Africa; 223, and 1966, Ann. Transv. Mus. vol. 25:60; Wilson, 1965, Puku, 
vol.3:163; Pienaar, 1966, Reptiles of the Kruger National Park: 186). 
These references satisfy the requirements of Art. 79b of the Code. 

5. Mertens (1955, op. cit.) examined the type of Psammophis 
moniliger var. bilineatus Peters, 1867 and found it to belong to the form 
currently known as Psammophis subtaeniatus subtaeniatus Peters; this 
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identification has been confirmed by the present author. Mertens retained 
the established nomenclature in the interest of stability and subsequent 
authors have treated bilineatus as anomen oblitum. 

6. | have recently examined the syntypes of Psammophis sibilans var. 
subtaeniata Peters, 1882, which are Nos. 2470 (Boror) and 9992 A and B 
(Tete) in the Zoologisches Museum der Universitat, Berlin. The material is 
composite, the Tete specimens representing the western race with nine 
supralabials, while the Boror specimen is an example of the eastern race 
with eight supralabials. | hereby select No. 9992 A as lectotype, in 
conformity with my earlier restriction of the type-locality. 

7. Strict application of the Law of Priority would result in the name of 
the taxon which for the past 36 years has been known as Psammophis 
subtaeniatus subtaeniatus Peters being changed to Psammophis bilineatus 
bilineatus Peters. 

8. In the circumstances, maximum stability in nomenclature can best 
be achieved by suppressing the name bilineatus Peters under the plenary 
powers. 

9. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is 
therefore requested to take the following action:- 

(1) to use the plenary powers to suppress for the purpose of the 
Law of Priority, but not for the purpose of the Law of 
Homonymy, the trivial name bilineatus Peters, 1867, as 
published in the combination Psammophis moniliger var. 
bilineatus; 

(2) to place the trivial name subtaeniata Peters, 1882, as published 
in the combination Psammophis sibilans var. subtaeniata, on 
the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology, with ZMB 
9992 A from Tete, Mogambique as lectotype; 

(3) to place the trivial name bilineatus Peters, 1867, as published 
in the combination Psammophis moniliger var. bilineatus, on 
the Official lndex of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in 
Zoology. 


